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My sister is studying outside of Nagasaki. Her friends at University often ask her about Nag
asaki—ben, the Nagasaki dialect. It’ s fair to say that the language we speak is attractive. So,
| will introduce the Nagasaki dialect that | am especially interested in.

The first word is “Nanshiyotto” which means “What are you doing?” All the people in Nagasa
ki use this word. However, | think many young people don’t use Nagasaki—ben that much rec
ently. But “Nanshiyotto?” is a very popular phrase, so | hope the young generation will still u
_[se this Nagasaki dialect. If you add “ba” between the words, it will be more like Nagasaki dia
lect. For example, “Soiba totte.”, Take that one or “Areba mite.”, Look at that. Please try it a
nd you’ ll be a good Nagasaki—ben speaker!

The second is “Yazeka” which means “annoying.” If you play a practical joke on vour friends
or family, they get angry at you. This word is used only in Nagasaki. If you can use this, you a
- [re a Nagasaki—Jin! Please try to find your favorite Nagasaki—ben. Knowing the language or di
alect of your hometown allows you to know more about its culture.

| know that other places have their own dialects, too. It is part of their identity because it is
_also a part of their culture. However, there are people who attack and insult the culture of ot _
her countries and towns. We must not tolerate this. There should still be respect and accepta
nce. In addition, we should do our own research about other countries’ traditions, cultures an
d languages. In doing so, we will also know how to preserve and cherish not only our own cul
ture and traditions, but other countries. This will help to avoid conflict from this world.

The last Nagasaki dialect | will teach you is “Yokayoka.” It is a magic word to
accept each other. As we say it together, may we also be nice to each other.
1, 2, 3 “Yokayoka!” Thank you for listening.
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