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I deepened exchanges with foreigners at Ajisai Global Leadership
Meeting. I went to Suwa Shrine, Nagasaki Shinchi Chinatown and
Dejima, which are tourist attractions in Nagasaki, and I provided
sightseeing information.

In order to convey Japanese culture and history in an easy-to-
understand manner, I focused on expressing myself not only with
words, but also with gestures. As a result, I was able to
communicate well with the ALTs.

I hope that through this experience, I will be able to deepen my
relationships with foreigners living in Japan.
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Why are you learning English?

When I tried to tell the charm of this city to foreigners this time, I
realized how difficult and fun it is to use English as a tool. For
example, when I went to Shinchi Chinatown, there were many
firecrackers. I wanted to tell foreigners that this was used for the
"shourou nagash/', an event to mourn the souls of the dead, but I
didn’t know what to say in English.

However, when I desperately tried to explain in English using the
few words that I know, I was able to get them to understand me. I
will never forget the joy that I felt when I was able to tell our culture
directly to people from overseas and absorb the culture of a
foreign country directly from them.

Ithink the reason for learning English is not for getting a high score
on a test, but to use it as a way of communicating with foreigners.
Also, I think there are more important things than knowledge, such as attitude of trying to
communicate and the courage for talking with people overseas without giving up, even if you
think you can't do it.

By the way, do you remember the question I asked at the beginning?

After this experience, I can confidently answer, “Because English is the key that opens the door to
the world.” Thank you very much for all the people involved in this event. Based on this experience,
I would like to give back to everyone by improving my language skills together with my classmates
and actively using them. Thank you very much.
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